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OBSERVATIONS 

O N 

Several A(^s of Parliament, 

PASSED 
In the 4th« 6tk and 7th Years of his prefent Majefty's Reiga ; 

AND ALSO, 

O N 

The Cohduft of the Officers of thcCuftom^, 

SINCE 

Thofc A^ were pafTed, 

AND 

The Board of Commiilioncfs appointed 
T o 

Rcfide in AMERICA. 

= ' - • ■ - • ■ 

Publiflicd by the Merchants of Boston* 
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Piintcd by EDES & GILL, 




^HE rcprcfcntative body of this people havin 
very fully and repeatedly remonfrrated 
againft thefe afts as iinconftuutlonal and as 
infringing the rights and privileges of the 
fubjeft, it is unnecelTary to add any thing upon that 
head ; but wc fhall confine our Remarks to fuch 
parts of thefe arts as affeft the trading interefh 



By thefe afts certain rates and duties arc impofo 
on molafles, fugars, wine, tea, glafs, paper and many 
other articles, commonly imported into the Britlfti 
colonies in America, and feveral leading articles 
which procured remittances to Great-Britain arc 
now cither brought into the clafs of enumerated 
articles, or fubjefted to the duty, rifque and ex- 
pence of being landed in Great-Britain; which em- 
barrafsmcnts on the trade of the colonies mull 
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greatly diminifh if not wholly dedroy fcvcral 
branches of it, and fo far Icflen the demand for 
Britjfii manufactures, great quantities of which arc' 
annually imported into this province, (more than 
the amount of our exports to Great-Britain) for 
I he payment of which we depend not only upon 
what is produced among ourielves, but alfo upon 
what is caught out of the fea, or is obtained by a 
circuity of commerce abroad. To collcfl this re- 
venue, the government is at a very great expence^ 
cc]ual at kaft (and including the charge of men of 
war and cutters to guard the coaft, vaftly fuperior) 
to all the revenue that could be collefted, had our 
trade been as extenfive as it was before thofcAfts 
wxre made, which is not the cafe now, and never 
will be, while they remain in force. 

One principal branch of the trade of this 

province is the fifhery, carried on to the banks. In 
which there are upwards of three hundred veffels 
employed, befides a great number of boats in the 
bay, and about ninety fail in the mackrel fiftiery, 
the amount the fiflb thefe vefTels cure, with the 
pickled fiih and liver oil is upwards of one 
hundred and fixtj ihoufand pounds fterling perj 
annum, about two fiths of tliebank fiflx turns 
out merchantable, and is fent to Spain, Portugal andj 
Italy, and the nett Proceeds remitted to Great- 
Britain ; the other three fifths being unfit for any.j 
market in Europe, is fent with the pickled fiflj and 
iDackrel to thp iflands m the Wefl-Indics '- And as 
tlji,e Englifh, iflands do not confumc, more than is 

made 
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made by ihe toats in the bay^ being about one Cim 
and one fourth of the mackrcl and pickled filli, th 
remaining two fifths made by the bankers, togethd 
with three quarters of the mackrcl and pickled fil 
is carried to the French and other foreign iilahda 
in return for which we receive molafles> and fomi 
ordinary fugars. —This vakiable branch of our trad< 
the fifticry, almoft, if not wholly depends on our 
trade to the foreign iflands in the Weft-Indies — -Aij 
we cannot cure fifti for the European markers fepc- 
rare from the other fort fent there, and as we hzv^ 
no other market for what is made by the bankers, 
it will be lofl if not fent to the foreign iilands, and 
rhis lofs mufl: intirely dellroy the whole bank 
fifliery, » 

Another confiderable branch of the trade of this 
province is lumber of all kinds, alfo provifions, 
horfes and many other articles fuitable for the Weft- 
India markets, in which trad^ there are upwards of an 
hundred & eighty vefTels annually employed, moft of 
which make two voyages in a year ; thefc vefTcIs 
call firft at th« Englifti iflands, and when they arc 
fuppliedj the remainder is carried to the foreign 
iflands — A quantity of oak timber, ftaves, and other 
lumber is fent to Ireland, fomc to Madera and the 
Weftern Iflands> to purchafc wines, and fomc few 
cargoes are fent to Spain, Portugal and England, 
but none to any foreign port to the northward of 
Cape Finifter — The firft coft of thefe cargoes of 
lumber being very fniall, the whole profits arc not 
morcjhan a bare freight for the vcifels, but this 

B 2 freight 
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freight IS a great encouragement to fliip-bulldlng^^ ' 
which is another very confiderable branch of trade 
in this province, wherein there have been upwards 
of three hundred fail built in a year, before the late 
cmbarrafsmcnts were laid on the tradc^ fince which 
this number has been reduced at leaft two thirds, 
and the tradefmen formerly employed in this branch 
of bufinefs are now obliged to procure a livelihood 
in fomc manufaftore, or ftarve^Someof thefe fliips 
went direft to Europe with filh, oil, pot and pearl 
aftij naval ftores and lumber, but the grcateft parte ! 
went to the Weft-Indies with lumber, filli and other" 
articles of our produce, the proceeds of which, with 
the freights from thence to England, together with 
the veflTels, were remitted to Great-Biitain, to pay 
for the goods we received from thence — and by 
having timber plenty and building fo many vcffels, 
we became carriers for other parts of America j 
befides the trade to the Weft-Indies many of our 
jQiips formerly went to Virginia, North and South- 
Carolina, where they carried large quantities of runi 
to purchafe rice, tobacco and naval ftores, and took 
in freight for Great- Britain, where the proceeds of 
the whole, (and indeed of all our trade) centers. 

Another confiderable branch of our trade is that 
carried on to Africa, where we fend large quantities 
of New«England rum, not only for our own tradcyj 
but to fupplythe traders in Ihips fromGreat-Britainp. 
with whom we exchange this commodity for other 
European articles brought out by them fuitable for!, 
that trade, by means of which they arc enabled tc 

carryjl 
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carry on their trade to greater advantage than the; 
would othcrwife do without this nccenary article— 
And as the flavcs purchafed there,are chiefly fold ii 
the Wefl:-Indies for bills on London^ the proceed 
of this trade confequcntly are remitted to Great 
Britain. M 

All thefe feveral branches of trade are grcatl; 
obftrufted by the duties impofcd, and the reftrifti 
ons to which they arc fubjcfted by the aforemcn 
tioned afts. — The duty on molaffcSj tho' reduced t( 
one penny per gallon, which at firft fight may ap 
pear but fmall, yet as it is one tenth part of the va 
iue (when brought to market) is really large, anc 
will be a difcouragement to a rrade which has infi 
nuatcd itfclf into, and is a great fpring to ever^ 

branch of bufmefs ameng us,- ^The fiftiery, th( 

lumber trade and fliip-building, are greatly promot 
ed by the importation of raolaffes, and diftilling i 
into rum,and the trade toAfrica wholly depends or 
this article ; fo that any aft which hath a tcndencj 
to obflruft the importation of molafTcs, muft be pre 
judicial toGreat-Britain.^ — The formerafts impofin^ 
duties on molalTes, were intended only as a regula- 
tion of trade, and to encourage our own iflands 
and the duty was only on foreign molafTes : But b) 
thefe afts, it k impoied on dl molaflcs, and exprefl) 
for the purpofe of raifing a revenue* 

The duty of five fhillings per hundred on bromr 
and twenty-two fhillings on white fugars, is a great 
burden on our trade to the forcig^t\ ift^ad^ \ \C nk\ 
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con-fin^ ourfeU'cs to moIaiTes, a fuflkicnt retu 
cargo cannot always be obraia'J ; and the aforefai 
duties upon fugars arc fo heavy as to render the Im- 
port of them fo unprofitable, that we cannot purfuc 
a trade by which we difpofed of ihe fuperfiuous pro- 
duce of our country. 



By thefe ajfls we are reftrained from exporting 
fugars to a foreign market,without firft landing theni 
in Great-Britain, or obtaining a licence from thence 
to carry them dircft to a foreign marker. — if we go 
firfl: to Great Britain and land them there, it will 
prove fo expendve by the delay and charges of un- 
loading 8c refliippIng,&alfo of a double freight and 
infurance, that the trade cannot be carried on to any 
advantage, efpecially in a time of w^ar. — If wc carr^ 
thefe fogars direft to a foreign market by licence froni 
Great-Britain, the difficulties and cmbarraffmentsare 
ft ill greater, as the veflel in which any fugars arc to 
be ftiipr, mult firft go toGreat-Britainjand themafter 
enter into bonds there, before a licence can be pro- 
cured, during which the fugars arc to remain in the 
King's flores here, and after they are delivered in a 
foreign port, the veffel muft return to Great Britain 
to cancel the bonds, before fhc can proceed on any 
other voyage — tbo* the liberty granted to carry thefe 
fugars direftly to foreign ports by licence, might be 
intended as an encouragement to the trade, the re- 
gulations and reftriflions are fuch as will effcftually 
defeat this verydefign ; whereas if we were allowed 
to export thefe fugars (after being ftored here under 
the tare of cuftom-lioufc officers) to foreign markets 

iti 



n 






•r 7 ] 



liTotit awn vcffcls, free of duty, it would encourage 
ihe bringing them here, and in time might become a 
very confidcrable branch of trade ; and \n particu- 
lar would enable us to employ our fifh-flilps to bee- 
ter advantage, as they carry no fifti between decks, 
and confequently might be partly laden with fugars. 
But under the prefenc regulations, none will ever be 
bro't here in order to be exported to a foreign market 
in Europe, either in our own veflcls or any other. 

Here it may be proper to obferve, that fhould we 
be allowed the free importaiion of foreign fugars even 
for our own confumption, the trade of G. Britain 
would not be injured, but greatly benefitted ; for 
in this cafe, more of the fugars made in the Englifh 
iflands might be carried to Great-Britain, and what 
they did not confume, would be exported from. 
thence to foreign markets, which would employ a 
greater number of ftiips, and thereby increafc the 
commerce of Great-Britain, without leflening that 
of the Colonies — and all the fugars we procured 
fron\ the French iflaads, and carried to foreign mar- 
kets inEurope, mufl: necefTarity leflen their navigati- 
on, aud increafc that of Great- Britain. 

Formerly we made confiderable remittances to 
Great-Britain with fugars the produce of theEnglifh 
iOands,which we received in return for our ownpro- 
duce fold there : But by the Aft of the 6th of his 
prefent Majefty, wc find fuch a.diftinftion made in 
favor of ourfellow fubjcfts in the iflands, that while 
they may import Biitifh plantation fugars intoGrc%5L 
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r-ritain as fuch^ that which is imported from Nonh- 
Am erica mult be deemed French^ by which means 
wc are cut off from an article of export which hath 
been heretofore confiderable, and might be fo ftill, 
were it not for this regulation. 

Logwood and mohogany have been by a circuity 
<3f trade the means of large remittances to Great- 
Britain^ — thefe we have obtained by fmail cargoes 
of provifions produced among ourfclves, together 
^'ith fome Britifli manufa<5turcSj by which many of 
our veiTeJs have been cm ploy 'd ; but now by being 
obliged to carry them fir ft to Enoland, fuch heavy 
cxpcnccs will be incurred by rcafon of their bulk, 
and the fmallnefs of their value, as mud put an end 
to this branch of bufinefs, and confcqaently the 
trade mull fall into the hands of foreigners. 

The reafons given for thefe regulations as men- 
tioned in the a<fl of the 6th of George the Third, 
were ** the more effeftually to prevent enumerated 
" goods being privately carried from theBritifti co- 
** Ionics into foreign parts of Europe In veffels that 
" cleared out with non-enumeraccd goods ; and alfo 
^* to prevent the clandeftine importation of foreign 
** European goods into faid Britifh colonies." Upon 
the firft of thefe reafons we would obferve» that the 
great care and vigilance of the coftom-houfe officers 
here might anfwcr the purpofe, and effeftually pre- 
vent any fuch enumerated goods from being export- 
ed to foreign parts— With rcfpeft to the fecond, it 
is difficult to conceive how the obliging a vciTel to 

ftop 



ftop at England tipon an outward-bound v^agf^ictTn 
have any rnfluence in preventing the importation o^ \ 
illicit Goods upon her return, efpecially when fuffi- I 
cient care was before taken to prevent fuch illicic | 
importation, by obliging all veflels that have any 
foreign goods on board to ftop at Great-Britain oa I 
their return, 1 

Another great cmbarra(sment to the trade of the 
colonics, is the multiplicity of bonds required by 
the aforefaid afts of his prelcnt Majefly, in addition 
to the bond for enumerated goods, required by an 
aft made in the 12th year of the reign of Charles 
the fecond, the condition of which bond is, ihac 
fuch enumerated goods /hall be landed either in G. I 
Britain or fome part of his Majefty's dominions ; 
and by an aft of the 4th of George the 3d, Coffee, 
Piemcnto, Cocoa, Hides, Skins, Pot and Pearl Afii, 
and feveral other articles are added to the lift of 
enumerated goods — befides which, no mafter of a 
veffel is allowed to take in any non-enumerated 
goods without firft giving another bond with one 
furety ; the condition of which is, that none of faid 
non-enumerated goods fliall be landed in any pore 
of Europe to the northward of Cape-Finiflerc, ex- 
cept in Great-Britain ; by which we are excluded 
from carrying even non-enumerated goods to Ire- 
land, without firft calling at fome port in G-Britain. 
If any iron, or lumber are laden on board any veffel, 
the mafter muft give a third bond, on the fame con- 
dition as that required for non-enumerated goods ; 
and in cafe any rum is laden on board, a fourth 

B \>^^^ 
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bond ii r^qurr^d, the condition of which is, thai 
fucb lum Ihall aoi be laod^d i^: tha Ilk of Man. 

Thefc bonds the officer! of the culk>ms in this*! 
port reqmrc for allveifels loading any of thefe arti--- 
des, not only for fuch as are going to Europci thc' 
Weft-Iodics, and other colonics on the coBtioentjbutfl 
even for coafters going from one town to another 
in the fzm€ province^ and fometin:]tes for vcflTels on- 
der t-wenty tons going to another town within the dif- 
trift of the famecuftom-honre wher^ the bonds are 
given ; fo that no lumber can be brought foona the 
place ofc its growth in theeaftern parts of this pro^ 
vince, toihi^ or any other market for exportation, 
until fuch bond i^ given, though no cuftooi-hoiife 
qlScer r^Iide within 40 or 5^0 and fometimes 100 
miles of the plaoe where the coafter takes in his 
lurcher I This is a very great embarrafement to the/l 
trade of this province, in which there are a greacj 
mimbef of veffelsemploy'd in the coafting bufinefs^> 
and upwards of one thoufand fail arc annually cur. 
ter^d and cleared ajt the feveral oifices ; This reftric- 
tion a ppears the more unaccountable.as it is not know n 
that one fingleveflel ever carried a cargo ofliimben 
to any foreign port to the northward of Cape-Fini- 
Acre ; had fuch a trade formerJy been carried ooi 
the coafting vcflels are not capable of profecuting' 
fuch a voyage, and the charge of thefe bonds and 
ccrtiBcates to cancel them, amount annually tc 

a very large fum. Befidcs thefe fcveral bonds, 

cyery mafter of a ve0el, even a coafter, is obliged to> 
take out a fuj^eraooe and cockct for every article 

kdcn. 
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laden on board ; and m cafe he talcei In any goods 
for whkh bond is required, he muft have a certifi- 
cate from the colleftor of his having given bond for ' 
thofe articles ; and in cafe he neglefts taking fuclr I 
certificate, not only the goods for which bonds arc] 
required, but even the vefTcl and the reft of the 
cargo are forfeited ; this has been fevercly felt by ' 
fomc traders here, who have loft both veflTel and 
cargo to a very confiderable value, only for want 
of fuch certificate, tho' the cockct for thofe goods 
hientioned that bonds were taken, but the certificate 
was either miflaid or never delivered by the Collect 
tor.- * T he fwetics in thefe bonds are likewife 
greatly expofed, fhould the mafter ncgleft to fend a 
certificate of the landing the goods for which he 
has given bonds, or fhould the coUcftor refute or 
difapprovc of the certificate he may fend, as being ' 
improper, (tho' there fhould be no reafon tofufpefH;' 
the goods were carried to any port they were exclud- 
ed horn,) the furetics may be profecutcd in the court ] 
of admiralty, and obliged to pay confiderable cofts 
at leaft, if not the whole penalty, as has heretofore i 
been experienced in that court, and is fuch an in-] 
fupportable burden on trade, as will prevent manjr 
from engaging in it. 

Before a cocket can be taken out for anygoodst 
and fomc even of Britifh manufafture, oath muft be! 
made when, by whom, and in what veflcl the article] 
intended to be exported, was imported, this in many] 
cafes is impofriblc, and will prevent fome townij 
from being fupply'd with fuch goods as they want,^ 
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and induce otl>ers to fct up manufaiflurcs of their 
own, and thereby leflen the confumpcion of Britif^ 
jnanufa(5lnrcs in the colonies, which muft be Severely 
felt by the manufafturers in Great-Britain. 

Another great dlfcou rage men t to the trade of 
Amenca is the unlimited power given to officers 
of the cuftoms — The aft palfed in the 4th year of 
George the 3d ordains, That in cafe any informat 
tion fhall be commenced and brought to tryal in 
America, on account of the feizure of any fliip oij 
goods as forf€ircd, wherein a verdift iliall be giren 
for the claim er, the defendant if the judge certi- 
fies that there was a probable caufe of feizore, fiiall 
not be infitled to any coils of fuit whatfocver — 
and further in cafe an aftion fhall be brought againft 
any officer for feizing any fhip or goods, where no 
informarion fhall be commenced, or brought to 
tryal to condemn the fame, and a verdift fhali be 
given againft the defendant, the plaintiff, befides 
his fhip or goods fo feized, or the value thereof, 
Jhall not be entitled to above two pence damages, 
nor to any cod of fuit. But if ^the plaintiff fhall 
be non-fuited or difcontinue his aftion, or if judg- 
ment fhall be given upon any verdift or demurrer 
againft the plaintiff, the defendant fhall recover triple 
cofts. By thefe claufes in this aft, and the power 
and extcntion of the courts of vice-admirahy^ the 
whole trade of America lies at the mercy of the 
officers of the cuftoms and judge of faid court, 
the former being impower'd to feize the fhips or 
goods of the American merchants at their pleafure ; 

and, 



and tbo'^ they never profcciue the fame, or aft ever I 
fo arbitrarily or unjotHy, the merchant has no re- I 
jnedy, the officer noi being fubjefl to any damage, I 
or even to coll of fuit, while the diftrcfled claimant, I 
tho' ever fo much injured, if he IhouM be non- I 
fuked or difcanrinue his action, muft pay triple coils, I 
And as the Governor, as well as the officers of the I 
cufloms and judge of the admiralty, are intcrefted I 
in thofe feizures, it is natural to conclude they will I 
always encourage and promote the fame ; and many I 
inflances may be produced, where both vcflll and I 
goods have been condemned as forfeited, only for I 
a fmall miftake or negleft of the mafter, and the I 
jnduflrious trader thereby ruined, which feverities I 
are not exercifed towards our fellow fubjeds in I 
Great-Britain. I 

Since the appointment of a board of commilTIo- I 
fiers to refide m America, the reftridions and em- I 
barrafsmcDts on the trade have been greatly in- I 
creafed by the attendance and delay in entering and I 
clearing of veflels at the colleflor's office, where I 
fomc ra afters have been obliged to wait two or three I 
days before they could obtain an entry or permit I 
to unload ; the many oaths and certificates required I 
before any velTel can be cleared out have occafion'd I 
the fame delay to our outward*bound veflels. I 

Another difficulty attending the entry of veflels, I 
particularly from the Weft-Indies, is the mafter a 1 
being required to make an exaft report of their car- " 
goes 00 their firft arrival (even at any out-^orts^ 
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pilicy may^put into by contrary winds) anJdcnymg 
-them liberty td make a poft entry,— ^ — Iti Greaty 
Britain the mafters are allow'd to make reports from 
day to day as they find any goods omitted^ but this 

Ijt^ice is denied the Americans, and the board of 
coramiflioners have publickly advertized that no al^ 
Jowance for the future Ihall be made for mtftakei 
or omiflions in the firft report, even for adventures 
belonging to the feamen ; this is an hardship, or 
rather a cruelty, as the feamen frequently get aboard 
more than the mafters are acquainted with, and as 
the mafters purchafe their molaiTcs on ihore in 
teirces and fhift it into other calks of their own 
when bro't on board the vefTel, and are often fillitig 
up thofe cafks, its fomc times difficult for them ex* 
aftly to afcertain the number and contents of the 

cafks they have filled The fees taken at the 

cotlcftor's office, particularly for coafters, and ob- 
liging them to enter and clear in the fame manner 
as veffels boMnd on foreign voyages, and to give 
bonds for every trifling article they carry for pri- 
vate families, even for a few pounds of tea or fugar, 
or a few gallons of rum or molafles purchafed of 
retailers, for which they muft prodacc certificates 
on oath in what vcflcl thcfe trifles were imported, 
and by whom the duties Were paid, which is often 
impofTible, are fuch cmbarrafsments on this branch 
of bufinefs, as if continued, it muft intirely deftroy 
it.— Formerly the coafters were not rcqiwred to take 
cockcts for every trifling article, and the fees both 
entering and clearing was only oneJbUUng fterling, 
whereas the cxpencc now is from ten Jhillings to 

fixUcn 



Jixte^nJhtUtn^jy which is more ready money than 
they fometimes receive for their whole freight ; and 
as they frequently take in only a few articles, the 
charge of clearing thofc articles at the cuftom-houfc 
kmore than the freight ^ - ■ The appointment of 
an aim oft iocrcdlblc number of inferior officers, as 
tidefmcn, boatmen, waiters and others, and requir* 
Jng the maft:er to receive and lodge them under deck 
(without any authority to ftipport it) is another 
caufe of complaint — Some of thole wretches art 
pcrfons of fuch infamous charaAers that the mer- 
chants cannot poflibly think their intereft fafe under 
their care — The liberty thefe fellows take of fearch- 
ing vcffcls before they are difcharged, and fometimes 
before the mafter'shave reported at thecuftom-houfc* 
k not only illegali but impudent ^ and contrary to 
the praftice in Great-Britain, where the officers 
never fearch the hold of any vefTcl till the maftcr 
lays flie is difcbarged, and defires the waiter tp 
certify the fame to the cuftom-houfe* Another in- 
tolerable grievance is the appointment of officers 
of the cufioms on board the men of war, cutters 
and other armed vcflek, the arbitrary, unlawful 
and wanton manner in which they have exercifed 
this authority in this province is unpreecdented in 
any ot^ier part of the Brltiih domitiions. 



Some of thefe officers by force of arms have 
entered velTels on the high feas, and in the harbours, 
infolently demanded of the matters their papers, 
broke open their hatches and feaichM the hold with 
fighted candle^ even ihips from London, with hemp 
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and powder on board, have been treated in this 
manner, and both the lives and properties of his 
Majefty's loyal fubjr<5ls thereby greatly endangered 
— Some vefTcIs coining into this harbour before 
the m afters cou*d reach the cuftom-houfe to make 
report, have been boarded by armed boats frotri 
the Romney, commanded by Captain Corner ; 
one velTcl from the Weft-Indies had her hatches 
Dpcn'd and twenty hogflicads molafifes hoifted upon 
deck to fearch the hold — Another velTel with lum- 
ber was carried along-fide the Romney, her hold 
onftowed, and the boards taken on board the king*s 
Ihip, before the mafter was permitted to go to the 

cuftom-houfe to report -A veffel from Lifbon 

bound to Marblehead, was boarded on the high feas 
by Mr. Panton, lieutenant of the Rofc, (who was 
Kkcwife an officer of the cuftoras) with a defign 
to imprefs the fearacn, who concealed themfelves in 
the hold ; upon which Mr. Pan ton affumed the 
cuftom-houfe officer, and pretended that he was go- 
ing to fearch the veffel for uncuftomed goods, and 
under this pretence enter'd the hold and endeavored 
to imprefs the feamen who ftood upon their defence, 
and told the officer upon his peril not to enter the 
foreholdj upon which they were fired upon,& one of 
the feamen was (hot thro' his arra,& another woun- 
ded ; this brought on an engagement, in which the 
Lieutenant was killed, and the veffel brought out 
of her way to Bofton by the man of war.— Several 
other vcffels have been fcized in thebay,at theVine- 
yard and other ports, where they have been obliged 
by contrary winds to make a harbour, fcnt into 

ports 
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j>orrs they were not bound for, and there detain *d 
at a great cxpenccjOn the trifling pretence that fomc 
trticle (not on cargo, but belonging to the mari- 
ners) was found on board, Bot Jpecificd ia the 
cockcts* 



Upwards of 20 fail of men of war, cutters and 
other armed vefTelsjpurchafed by the board of Con>- 
iniffioners, have been employed this year to cruize 
on the trade of this province, without difcovering 
one veflel in an iUicit trade, tho' their expe<Jlations 
were raifed in hopes of pianderi by the unjuft and 
cruel rcprefentations made by wicked and defigning 
men — Some of the commandcfs of the King's fiiips 
purchafed fmall veflcls on their own accounts, and 
fent them into the little harbors and coves where 
the men of war could not cruifc ; and fome of thcfc 
have been difguifed as coafters, and every other me- 
thod has been ufed to dete^ a fuppofcd contraband 
trade; even the mafler of a little cutter purchafed a 
fifhing boat on his own account for the fame purpofe: 
But being difappointed of the advantages which 
were expe^flcd to be reaped from the condemnatioa 
of illicit traders, or the prizes as they calfd them j 
they have been induced to take advantage of the 
niiftake and omifTions of the maftcrs of coafling 
vclfels, fev^ral of whom have been feized by thofe 
guardacoaftas.and two aftually condemned for fomc 
trifles found on board without being in the clear- 
ance — They have indeed feized 23 other vclTcIs 
upon fomc trifling pretences, all of which have 
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bern difmifs'J after being detained fome tinjc at a 
confiJerable expence The Filliery has rikewife 



bctn greatly diftreffcd by the guarda coaftas- 
Many of our fifiiermen cure their fifh at Canfo and 
other places in Nova-Scotia, at a great diftance from 
any cuftoni-houfe ; and when the fifhing fcafon is 
over, they take in the fifh, they have curred on 
fhorcjand return home ; this has been the praftice 
ever fince the fifhery was carried on, till the paHing 
of the late afts, and the appointment of officers of 
the cofloms on board the King's vcffels, fincc which 
many of the fiftiing veffels have been feiz'd by thefc 
avaricious officers, and condemn d in the court of 
admiralty for taking in their dry fifti without firft 
having a permit from the cuflom-houfe, and giving 
the bond required for non-enumerated goods, and 
the fkippersof thofc veflels are now obliged to maka 
two trips to Halifax or Louifbourg, firft to give 
bond and take a permit to load, and when they 
have taken in their fifh, to procure a clearance to 
fcreen their veflels and fifh from the jaws of thefc 
devouring monfters. 



The Commlffioners thcmfelves (tho* by aft of 
parliament they are not intituled to any fhare of the 
forfeitures) appear by the whole tenor of their 
conduft, to have been more intent upon making 
fcizures, than upon promoting the revenue; nor have 
they fhewn the leaft difpofition to ferve the trade^ 
but have taken every method in their power to em- 
barrafs it, by their dircftions to the colleftors and 

other 
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Other officers of the cuftoms,'* and by their employ- 
ing perfons of the moft abandoned charafters under' 
thera, fome of whom have afted in open violatioii 
of the laws ; and one in particular, without che| 
leaft provocation, fired upon the inhabitants,and by J 
force of arms refcued a prifoner taken by the King's i 
writ from the hand of juftice. 

The merchants and traders in the northern colo-^ J 
nies, and more particularly in this province, have 
been greatly abufed by the reprefentations that have 
been made to Great- Britain, of their importing large 
quantities of the manufafturcs of France, Holland ' 

Hambro ' 



^ On the 17th oF October ij6%, Jf»hn Hancock, Efq; Mr. Lewis Gray, 
CapL DdniclMalcoii»> Capt. John M^tche^, and uiberi, vwerc libeir^ - 
for £.5000 ftcrling each, and held to bail in £.1000 i>etJing 
each, to appear at the Court of Vic«- Admiralty, no Aifpicid!! ^^ 
of their aiding and aHilling at the Jantting a Tew pipes of win9 
imported in *be floop Librrty frcm Madera, mere than was reporttd at 1 
the cuitom houfc | the bbel againit Mr. Hancock came on the 7th of.4 
November, when a vail number of wjtmflca wcic examined upon in- 
terrogatories in ihe tedious method of the civil law, and no proof ap» 
pearing agamfY him, the court was adjourn'd to the next week, and m 
nevf fctt of witnclles were produced and examined in the fame manner^ 
and to as little putpofr ; after which the court wan feverat times ad- 
joum'd, and other witnefTes fummoncd, even Mr* H-incock's molt inti- 
mate frii^fids and acquaintutice, fo that a great part of the winter wai 
taken up m attending on the court of admiralty , and examining thof« 
witnefTes ; and after every method had been tried, and no proof could 
be procured agalnil him in the fprinj; 1769^ on the publication of th« 
new judge of admir^hy^'s commdlionf Mr. Hancock wai diicharg'(^| 
from this vexations and unprecedented Libel, 

The Libtls againflMr< Grayt and other«» on the fame sieeount, wtfe diC* 
fT>ir«'d at the fame time, wiihuui examtnit^g any witnelTeq in the cafe. 

About the fame timeCapt* Malc«jm, Capt. Dorrinrion, and otters^ wert 
Jihtird for£. 14.00 Jler*eacb,& bcid to bail in^Soo (ler. on |\jfpicjt}n of 
their ad] (ling at the landing a few pipet uf wine fuppofM to be im<- 
ported in the fchooner Friendfhip fr . m the Wtltcrn Iflands ; and as no 
evidences could be pri/duc&d to fuppoit the chatgr in thcfe libels, they 
were all dfrm'fTrd at the fame time Mr. Hmcock^ii wsi. 
Other iiiftanceK ol the fame kind of prnceedingF mipht be \|»rodu.cM^WvvV^ 
will he iMffioent ti^ Ihew itt wbal a cTv\t\ ^r*A Ntiii>A\^xi** T^-^tvts^'^ 'Cvvti 
whsbitBiiU iji th\$ province Mt trtaltd ^ ^t^ft^xxd «A Cp^immv^^wst^ 
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Hambro' aud Other parts of Europe, in aclandellkie 
martnef, which are falfe and malicious ; the mer- 
chants in this province carry on no trade with any 
part of France, except to the ir iflands in the Weft- 
Indies ; and no in fiance can be produced of any 
quantity of maoufaftures being bro't from thence* 
The goods imported from Holland and Hambro^ 
are all cnter'd in EngFand, and the duties to a confix 
derable aDoount,a.nnualJy are paid there — When. the 
duty upon molalfes was 6d, fterling a gallon, as 
there was no appropriation made of that duty jit wa* 
well known in England the officers of the cuftoms. 
connived at the iirportation, and thek conduft was 
jiot difapproved ; How far this will juftify fuch rc^ 
prefentations, is fubmitted to the impartial public — 
but fioce the duty on molafles has been reduced, 
the whole, tho' grievous, has been regularly paid. 

The mcrchaots do not defire liberty to iiia port any 
kind of goods that are prejudicial to the manufac- 
tures of Great-Britain^ nor have they ever yet com-- 
plain*d of their trade being confined toGreat-Britala 
for fuch goods as are manufactured there, fo long as 
they n-tighl be imported duty fre«* 

What the Colonifta have a right to expert and 
hope fWi is a repeal of all the afts impofing duties 
on any kind of goods imported into the Britifh 
colonies for the purpofe of raifing a revenue in 
America, a$ being inconfiftent with their rights as 
fjee fubjefls — the removal of every unncceffaFy 
burden upon trade, and that it be reftor'd to the 
fame footing it was upon before the aft of the 6th 
of George ihe 2d, commonly call'd the fugar-ift 
—particularly, Xhat^ 
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That melaflei fa ncccflary to promote every 
branch of trade, and like wife fugarSj be admitted 
free of doty. 

That the importation of wines from Madera and 
the Azores may be permitted agreable to the aft of 
the 15th of Charles the 2«L 

And as the free importation of fruir, wine and 
oil direft from Spain and Portugal would be a great 
encouragement of ihe fiihery, and will no ways in- 
fcrfere with the roanufaftures of Great- Br i rain, and 
the obliging all vcflTcIs with thofe articles on board to 
call at fonie port in Great-Britain^ being attended 
with great expcncc and delay ; and as the acid of 
of Icmmons astd oranges is become almoft neccflary 
for the health and comfort of the inhabitants of 
North- America, and thefe fruits not being able to 
endure Fepeated tranfporraiion, it is hoped the direft 
importation^ of wine, oil and fruit of aU kinds may 
alio be permitted*. 

The taking off the duties on paper, glafs and 
colours, wilL relieve the trade of the burdens it 

"tabours under But Ihould all the revenue a^Ha 

>e rep^alcd> and the trade relieved from all unne- 
[ceffary reftriftions, and reftor'd to the footing iti 
twas upon before the aft of the 6th George 2d, 
and the indulgences now mentioned be granted,^ ic 
vould have a happy tendency to unite Great-Britain 
and her colonies on a lairing foundation — all clan- 
deftlnc trade would then ceafe — the great expence 
of men of war, cutters.of the commiffioners and 
ether cu (to m-houfe officers lately appointed, to fecure 
lherevenue,might befated— The trade,navigation an^i 
Micry would aot only be revived^ but ^t^vV^ 



nc 



« 



[ " ] 



extcnc^ed ; and in that cafe thegrowthof thefc colonlea 
u^ould be very rapid^ and confequcntly the demand 
for Britifli manufaftures proportionably increafed. 

The foregoing Obfervarions relate wholly to the 
revenue afts, and the condoft of the cuflom*houfc 
officers ; but we cannot conclude withoot mention- 
ing the great expence and needlefs trouble accruing 
to the trade by means of the Naval-Office* 

Since the eftabl-Chmcnt of Cuftom*HoufeSj and 
the appointment ol cuftom-hoofe officers, this office 
is altogether unneceiTary, and anfwcrs no valuable 
purpofe. 

Upon this head it is proper to obfcrvCj that foort 
after the fettlcmrnt of thcfe colonies, the parliament 
thought it neceffary to take fome meafures for the 
regulation of the plantation trade. The a^ of the 
I 2th of Charles the 2d for encouraging and jocrca- 
fing fliipping and navigation, ordains what qualifi- 
cations ihall be nece ary for veflels trading to the 
colonies ; and enjoins the Governor^ j^r perfom by 
him appointed^ to infpeft and take care that the fame 
be obferved, and to take bonds for all veffcls lading 
any of the commodities in (aid aft enumerated- 

Three years after, by the aft of the 15th of the 
fame reign, further regulations and rellriftions were 
made, and every perfon or perfons importing goods 
into the colonies obliged to dcHver to the Governor 
of Juch colony^ or tofuch perfon or officer asffjall be 
bj him thereunto authorized or appointed^ a true in- 
ventory of all fuch gocd*^, &c. At this time and 
until ten years afceCi no duties were laid by aft of 

parliament 



parliament upon any commodities In the plantations, | 
and of coofcqucnce no cufioni-houfes had bcca 
cre<5lcd, or colleftors or other cuftom-houlc officers 
appoirrted or thought of in the colonies, but the 
whole care and infpeftion of trade remained with 
the Governor^ or the per/on he appointed naval-officer 
— Afterwards by the aft of the ajth of the fame 
reigo, chap, the 7 th, feft. 3. duties being laid on 
fugars and fundry other articles, to be paid in the 
plantations, when carried from one plantation to 
anctherj the fcvcral duties fo impofcd were to be 
levied and paid to fuch colleftor or other officer in 
faid plantations as fliould thereafter be appointed by | 
the commiflioncrs of the cuftoms in England ; who I 
did accordingly appoint colleftors and fuch other I 
officers as occafion required, for that purpofc, who \ 
ever fince their appointment, it is well known, have 
had the chief care and infpcftion of the trade* d 

/ From this account of the matter, it appears that 
IS formerly there were no cuftom-houfcs or cuftom- 
houfe officers in America, the government thought 
proper to devolve the care and infpeflion of the 
trade upon ^tGrnjemor of each colony yor fuch perfons 
as they fhoidd appoint under them for that purpofe^ 
who have been called naval-officers ; that upon the 
cftabiilhment of cuftora-houfes and cuftom-houfe 
officers, the cflablifhrnent of a naval-office, or the 
appointment of naval officers was rendered alroge- I 
ther needlefs. The original dcfign of government 
in the eftablifiiment or appointment of either, was, 
that tbc trade might be duly taken care of and in- 
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^efted, that frauds might be prevented, an^ that 
abufes in trade might be regulated : All thefe pur- 
pofes may be and are cfFe^ually anfwcrcd by the 
appointment of colleflors and other officers of the 
cuftoms j therefore the naval office is altogethct 
ufelcfs- As it is a grievous burthen, and tends greatly 
to retard bufincfs^and is a ncedlefs expence, without 
any benefit to the government^ or anlwcring any one 
valuable purpofc, we have jufl grounds of complaint, 
and cannot but hope this office will bedifpcnfcd with. 
Upon the whole* the trade of America is really 
the trade of Great-Britain herfelf: The profits there- 
of center there. It is one grand fourcc from whence 
money fo plentifully flows into the hands of the 
feverai manufafturers, and from thence into the 
coffers of landholders throughout the wholb king- 
dom. It is in fhort the ftrongeft chain of con- 
nexion between Britain and the Colonies, and 
the principal means whereby thofe fources of 
wealth and power have been and arc fo ufe- 
ful and advantageous to her. The cmbarrafs' 
ments, difficukies and infuppor table burdens under 
which this trade has laboured, have already made 
us prudent, frugal and induftrious, and fuch a fpirit 
in the Colonifts muft foon, very foou, enable them 
to fubfift without the manufaftures of Great-Britain, 
the trade of which, as well as its naval power, has 
been greatly promoted and ftrengthcned by the 
luxury of the colonics ; confequcntly any meafures 
that have a tendency to injure, obftruft anddimioi(h 
the American trade and navigation, niufl: have the 
fame cfTeft upon that of Great- Britain, and in all 
/jpohahiUty prove hek Ruik. 
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